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0 1   ·   R E G U L A T O R Y  L A N D S C A P E State of digital media regulation across Africa

13%
Highly mature regulatory 

framework

54%
Moderate — frameworks with 

gaps

33%
Legal definition of broadcasting 

fully updated

27%
Partially updated — amendments 

in progress

TOP REGULATORY CHALLENGES  (Q9 — share of  responses)

Low compliance / awareness among operators 21%

Outdated legal frameworks 19%

Conflicts with digital rights / freedom of 
expression

19%

Lack of funding and institutional resources 16%

Limited technical capacity 15%

Source: BMA Survey 2026  ·



0 2   ·   E N F O R C E M E N T  &  C O M P L I A N C E Where regulation exists — does it bite?

50%
Enforcement weak or rare (Q10)

14%
No enforcement mechanisms 

exist

36%
No effective enforcement vs. 

foreign platforms (Q11)

7%
Enforcement described as very 

effective

PLATFORM ENFORCEMENT ASYMMETRY  

No effective enforcement against foreign 
platforms

36%

Domestic entities face stricter enforcement 21%

Don't know 21%

Enforcement applied equally 15%

Foreign platforms face stricter rules 7%

Source: BMA Survey 2026  ·



0 3   ·   A I  G O V E R N A N C E  &  C O N T E N T  R I S K S Nascent frameworks, acute risks

AI GOVERNANCE

Policy under development 58%

Not yet considered 25%

Broader AI / digital policy only 8%

Specific AI media policy enacted 8%

0% mandatory AI content labelling in any surveyed jurisdiction

TOP CONTENT RISKS

Online harassment & cyberbullying 25%

Misinformation / disinformation 21%

Hate speech & incitement 18%

Political manipulation 11%

Piracy & copyright infringement 11%

Deepfakes & synthetic media 11%

Exploitation of minors 3%

Source: BMA Survey 2026



0 4   ·   H A R M O N I S A T I O N  &  P R I O R I T I E S

Where does Africa go from here?

58% cite legal system differences as #1 harmonisation barrier

PREFERRED HARMONISATION MODELS  (Q21)

Mutual recognition of frameworks 33%

Coordinated minimum standards 33%

Full continental framework 25%

Remain entirely national 9%

Harmonising across borders received 0% as a near-term priority

TOP PRIORITIES — NEXT 3–5 YEARS  

Supporting local digital content industry 22%

Updating & modernising legal frameworks 19%

Strengthening enforcement capacity 19%

Addressing AI & automated content 11%

Improving public media literacy 11%

Strengthening co-regulatory models 11%

Regulating global platforms nationally 7%

Harmonising regulation across borders 0%

Source: BMA Survey 2026  


